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maud of the Austrian aimy (he no longer commanded
the Saidinians), he was seventy-two years old and had a
situation and a leputation to save *' He was the pro-
duct of sixty years of official pedantry, the thm| most
likely to depiess the mind and the heart He was the
old servant of an old monarchy, the instrument of a
heavy and starched auhc council" (Clausewitz) What
would such a man look for ? Before all he would try to
avoid risking either his own reputation or the army and
the interests of the monarchy, even if at such a game
neither of them should gam anything.

His schemes, as well as his temperament, were inferior
to those of Bonaparte He still contemplated taking
the offensive, but only in order to drive the French from
the Riviera, to take the department of Alpes-Maritimes;
join hands with the English, thenceforward continue
a war of posts in the mountains, and threaten, if need be,
the French in Provence.

How greatly did such a conception of warfare differ
from the new idea launched by Carnot, " follow up the
enemy until complete destruction ensues " ! Beauheu's
type of war was conducted for_|>artial gams only. Pre-
paration, execution, would likewise involve but a reduced
and partial use of the means at hand.

Thus, Beauheu hears m Alexandria, in the last days
of March, that the Genoese Government has been
threatened by the French Commissioners; he hears of
an expedition against Gavi, of the occupation of Voltn :
he decides to attack. Without assembling his forces,
we shall see him attack with but hah" of the troops at
his disposal. Will he at least bring into the attack he
is preparing that available half of his troops ? We shall
see that later on *

Beauheu thought, moreover, that the French army
was not for the moment capable of fighting efficiently.
He therefore proposed, without exposing himself, to
accomplish the following task; (1) To strike at the
French right, which had ventured as far as Genoa;
(2) to cover Genoa, the weakness of which gave ground
for anxiety; (8) to join hands with the English Admiral;
and all tins while to avoid engaging himself against the
main body of French forces.

There, again, the old  general was belated m his